FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 12, 2021
View Online

Wolf Administration Provides a COVID-19 Update, Stressing Safety
and Efficacy of Vaccine

Harrisburg, PA — An orderly, planned distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine is a priority
of the Wolf Administration and today, Governor Tom Wolf and Department of Health
Secretary Dr. Rachel Levine shared an update on the vaccine, stressing its safety and
efficacy.

They were joined at a press conference to provide a COVID-19 update by the director of
Testing and Contact Tracing for the state, Michael Huff; and Dr. Cynthia Chuang, chief
of the Division of General Internal Medicine at Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey
Medical Center.

‘I am here to tell you that the COVID-19 vaccine is safe to use, and very good at
protecting people who are vaccinated,” Gov. Wolf said. “If you hear a rumor about
COVID-19 from a friend, or see something online that concerns you, take a few minutes
to verify the information before you get too worried. Five minutes of fact checking can
save you and your loved ones a lot of worry.”

Dr. Levine provided an update on the number of vaccines distributed by the federal
government in the commonwealth. That number is reaching one million as the state is in
its fifth week of receipt of vaccine.

“Our mission to immunize any Pennsylvanian who wants a vaccine continues,” Dr.
Levine said. “The Federal Pharmacy Partnership has vaccination clinics at 159 skilled
nursing facilities this week. Vaccine providers have administered vaccine to a total of
311,477 people, including 251,133 people who have received their first dose and
30,172 who have received two doses and are considered fully vaccinated.”

Information on the vaccine, including the state’s vaccine plan, COVID-19 vaccine
dashboard, a vaccine provider map and vaccine distribution data can be found here.

Dr. Chuang discussed the safety of the vaccine from the perspective of a physician
involved in the process of vaccinating health care workers, dispelling myths such as that
the vaccine can’t be safe because it was developed so quickly.

“Rigorous clinical trials have demonstrated that the COVID vaccines are highly effective
and safe,” said Dr. Cynthia Chuang, chief of the Division of General Internal Medicine at
Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center. “I’'m looking forward to when my
patients can be offered the vaccine.”
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Dir. Huff provided an update on the state’s testing, stating, “Robust COVID-19 testing
continues in Pennsylvania. To date, nearly 9 Million test results have been received in
Pennsylvania. Our COVID-19 testing provider continues to offer regional testing in five
counties each week as well as our over 900 testing sites throughout the
commonwealth.”

Last week, the regional testing sites were located in Crawford, Dauphin, Lehigh,
Somerset and Union counties, and tested approximately 6,700 individuals. This week,
the regional testing sites are in Bradford, Clarion, Fulton, Lancaster, and Pike counties,
and will conclude on Saturday.

“You can always find accurate, up-to-date information about testing, vaccine safety and
distribution on the Pennsylvania Department of Health website,” Gov. Wolf said. “Or
through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

“COVID-19 vaccines are an important tool in our fight against COVID-19, but they will
only be an effective tool if Pennsylvanians get vaccinated, and we should get
vaccinated — because these vaccines are both safe to use and highly effective.”


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUc8LW1P3h5Dij4GX-2FunXd0LXYcyaLIs-2BIRLX3zoK6p7xSS-2FsW8M22AEyyzMqU9EpVf8eiHleE7FWauXoxSJF9bA-3D7HD2_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WaBtnktQU5byZg6KOiOHdcuG6gYBaRjhYpc8E2Q3sB5QpT2PkraApsjPfwnhDUByUuG6zNMoK7rKlnnHqW6Umf0NqJCtHUOVUTX5vKugK7VlZQ0AevyilgYWaNPYDd0E97wx1iXRrdqV1wFnuY8vwfZagepmnVuP4sA4YVszTZZL8jbaqYJwr4WhjxK-2BNkhkdd2h0YaX5S0AstdDGIbdexSsf6hFJd9ejujgYJbj2368ceUEcRgivfciiWqToS5QNW-2FV6RUV3Tp1hOn0p-2Fcs6x8Su2fWPG5MLdWJOm48SDSe3ZPaANBRr3UH90G4X6xdsmmYLefwKrPf0pZJYoxvkd&data=04%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cc474caba2d9544cab1a008d8b72d66b4%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637460752912638196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zxZF7%2BhEfW2xB9%2FTI9zRf1TNhrJA%2FODgFO1pQTgPTD8%3D&reserved=0

