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Department of Health Confirms First Case with the COVID-19 Variant 

  

Harrisburg, PA – Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine today announced the first 

confirmed case of the COVID-19 variant, SARS-CoV-2 B.1.1.7, in Pennsylvania. The 

confirmed case is in Dauphin County. This variant is the same one that was first 

discovered in England in December. 

This individual tested positive after known international exposure. A case investigation 

and contact tracing were performed to identify, inform and monitor anyone who was in 

close contact with this individual. The individual had mild symptoms, which have since 

been resolved while they completed their isolation at home.  

“Pennsylvania has been preparing for this variant by working closely with the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and has been sending 10-35 random 

samples biweekly to the CDC since November to study sequencing and detect any 

potential cases for this new COVID-19 variant,” Dr. Levine said. “Public health experts 

are in the early stages of working to better understand this new variant, how it spreads 

and how it affects people who are infected with it.  

“There is still much to learn about this new variant, so we need to remain vigilant and 

continue to urge Pennsylvanians to stop the spread by washing their hands, practicing 

social distancing, avoiding gatherings, downloading COVID Alert PA and answering the 

call. Stay calm, stay alert and stay safe.” 

The COVID-19 virus, also known as SARS-CoV-2, mutates regularly as virus mutation 

is common. According to the CDC, this new variant was recognized in the United 

Kingdom in mid-December 2020. As public health experts continue to study this new 

variant, they expect that all currently available diagnostic tests will detect the variant as 

COVID-19 and that the COVID-19 vaccines with federal Emergency Use Authorizations 

will remain effective against this variant as well.  

The Wolf Administration stresses the role Pennsylvanians play in helping to 

reduce the spread of COVID-19: 

 Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand 

sanitizer if soap and water are not available. 

 Cover any coughs or sneezes with your elbow, not your hands. 

 Clean surfaces frequently. 

 Stay home to avoid spreading COVID-19, especially if you are unwell. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSsldW-2BI3eMONYuY53gjxwWwc7vGSzP745Hw4oW0-2FU38i1YUCdy-2FDJztWTWjB06TfYpors-2B-2Bz3Zwq-2FSYfozYUQr243v7Dk-2Fmv1Fz-2B6xPX0tT4Wa5_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WaBtnktQU5byZg6KOiOHdcuG6gYBaRjhYpc8E2Q3sB5QpT2PkraApsjPfwnhDUByUuG6zNMoK7rKlnnHqW6UmfMA6-2BwlesUjFIczkxv2uOIP0qRnSiB1dAjOqWc0sE7HoHlZJ66mFOSAxTbOqtm7Gndyt7Kh3-2B2Ykjq31QrNo-2BoGoxdWkv2hQvpINeEVA5r6MiBadXHqIY0YiScj24OQB1vOrBO5tZape-2BbUpZbPt0MuzJoDxGK6XpYkG4aZj0SND-2F9EWFSNzlBnbv-2FbfRx0HsVmDqq-2Ban69UFweiMnO8NZoxHw43Nh7Erg-2FoFEZt4WpxILTaY5mBSUwpudBKIQ28z&data=04%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C878618596e634c60dc0f08d8b3177fbf%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637456260797553007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=K38%2BI%2FkWBXFXvFnlpHtDvuE37LdtJABfpReFP95vYCw%3D&reserved=0


 If you must go out, you are required to wear a mask when in a business or where 

it is difficult to maintain proper social distancing. 

 Download the COVID Alert PA app and make your phone part of the fight. The 

free app can be found in the Google Play Store and the Apple App Store by 

searching for “covid alert pa”. 

Updated Coronavirus Links: Press Releases, State Lab Photos, Graphics 

 Daily COVID-19 Report 

 Press releases regarding coronavirus 

 Latest information on the coronavirus 

 Photos of the state’s lab in Exton (for download and use) 

 Coronavirus and preparedness graphics (located at the bottom of the page) 

Community preparedness and procedures materials 
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