
 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 2, 2020 

  

Education Department: New Eligibility Guidelines for Free and 

Reduced School Meals Announced for the 2020-21 School Year 

  

Harrisburg, Pa. – The Pennsylvania Department of Education today announced that 
updated federal income eligibility guidelines for free and reduced-price school meals 
and free milk for the 2020-21 schools year have been released by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). The new guidelines took effect July 1, 2020.  

Schools, and other institutions and facilities, use these guidelines to determine eligibility 
for the National School Lunch Program, the School Breakfast Program, the Special Milk 
Program for Children, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, and the Summer Food 
Service Program. 

“Food insecurity affects families across the commonwealth, and it is an issue that the 
department, in collaboration with other state agencies and outside partners, has worked 
hard to address,” said Secretary of Education Pedro A. Rivera. “Programs like free and 
reduced-price meals are vital to providing at-risk students with critical nourishment, 
which helps them improve their overall health and well-being, and stay focused and 
perform better in school.” 

Rivera noted that the breadth of food insecurity was evident and a major concern during 
the state-mandated school closure due to COVID-19 from March through June, but that 
communities around the state mobilized to continue to provide meals. As a result, more 
than 24 million meals were served during the school closure.  

To apply households receiving benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) need only 
include the SNAP or TANF case number on their application. Households enrolled in 
the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
may qualify for free or reduced-price school meals and should complete a Household 
Meal Benefit Application. Other households can find more information on the state’s 
COMPASS website.  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSvl0xBc19cAwuKi6rEhRevyypSCQqhP2FcwAztKBZ06pDqLXC2dKD-2FSBZ2PnRW4KaWjUIaSrX6QqwLjKYQEGUg-3DPedb_McGuylRxOXIxxg-2Bgyss5-2B5C7qLjC6tTM8JLQ8Mv42LEnmlA0aufIloaK3EIWCHYbw91Irlbw-2BoKb8LTWcKfNfZ2x6lMePpKL81-2Bmw4PlcoNNWJigqE1PEvuCIXLt-2BZu-2FfppgEhGC1BnhudyBzQQZgCn0-2FDUTzpKaJ2OfII1Ek2bGaNKHVAUdZm-2B8YWKDVfxgtntpLpxL2I0zyjhEPnDqpmGeg-2FIdULWg2ah9rFV9ZhXm6hu4abhtx1cgY6dHj9nhcXNsiwlOcSTowBTmZ6RWmuwx-2BQC4gJWpPLrN-2F5xSsC2rTsC4Q2OvvTG1Y-2Bx75Rjnu9Fusc-2BtvCmWKhWB4NLwBt-2Fr-2B9ZqGR4AhKpTFj58JuU-3D&data=02%7C01%7Clvezzetti%40pa.gov%7C6497283170f549eeaaf508d81eba157f%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637293131866575587&sdata=BmEoaSib2J1zY9ORN1ayGPVNx8NvogUj185W1vwSPTE%3D&reserved=0


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, 
and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
USDA. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should 
contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 
form.  To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

             Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

             1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

             Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) E-mail: program.intake@usda.gov. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The following annual income eligibility guidelines are effective July 1, 2020, until further 
notice: 

Family Size          Free Meals or Milk                        Reduced Price Meals                 Not Eligible 

                              (130% of Poverty Guidelines)        (185% of Poverty Guidelines) 

 One                       $0 to $16,588                                 $16,589 to $23,606                      $23,607 and up 

 Two                      $0 to $22,412                                 $22,413 to $31,894                      $31,895 and up 

 Three                   $0 to $28,236                                 $28,237 to $40,182                      $40,183 and up 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


 Four                     $0 to $34,060                                 $34,061 to $48,470                      $48,471 and up 

 Five                      $0 to $39,884                                 $39,885 to $56,758                      $56,759 and up 

 Six                        $0 to $45,708                                 $45,709 to $65,046                      $65,047 and up 

 Seven                    $0 to $51,532                                 $51,533 to $73,334                      $73,335 and up 

 Eight                     $0 to $57,356                                 $57,357 to $81,622                      $81,623 and up 

 For Each Additional Family Member Add: 

                              +$5,824                                          +$8,288                                          +$8,289 

For more information about Pennsylvania’s education policies and programs please visit the 
Department of Education’s website or follow PDE on Facebook, Twitter, or Pinterest.  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTOo7soObugTvvTkmELbPhS-2BDY0I-2FOHCAozXFcpsdf16bxGrVh-2Bp-2FTmsJK6Ul9ftYNP70RXKqRydn5qQuGcKFxCbxwa9iXWuwPn-2FkEu9R2acm-2FR9xBsDJ8b3vasOSD8eNoSPluLZEiwfin5KETEg3g952OpC0ssJZVQ33vZBqoeyCDJryPn84LlbFL6z0rJilqwdJzpthNqSzfSsJM4fJ9yNoX1gQNpGHJClBANFXwbMCtePCjORpTXtNtGVmJB0Qeh2ayUobQHZtMULsR79kNE3JB3QLyRrILQjCrq-2B0Z40B8FND0BoRdzvHSO1OuSECkZyR52-2BOByrlYJAujY8b-2Fev56VveZV7eUkYpxfAYZFbwAQNKFAZ3Oq1a1nCPcdrqUzhMtvEAxATAkovTe179yqDbwwQEABXed02bO0rmkjoiIRcvKF3JWt7CUXYTqExXERpowdthZwlMfuCGru3srJU4cFtsTjk7tNjj6y3G2u-2B3u9-2BqrfKjUOfDdN-2BUnQ1Dk5nbgA8SSNBxF9xXsAYt2i75W2seOIBSKwPztbof6ud-2B9ImAEdkwuWOwOyqlbG18T-2FBrF1dtG-2Bv-2BFr-2F0qf0GHKXovsgPIY9YE-2B4vuYA1iFb-2BVOdO3ukG47RWSYnTHiuxUk-2F68SxncdbVsDZQt1-2BTvphL160JEfms2EivjyD5bH-2FFrfmCEhPG8b4sda7Gx6SMMFMPrDghhZWaAJYCerVs9NjzJv2jkr-2FaQaDa2wDyieYyKUIr8FjfqzfazZLT3zwWrmtSUZaROQ2ibx4aSVR-2B1ls0U0ECQ2HwreWuMyvsCQVCSjLGVIdM1eArEmSfIurjsSMJC-2FFFdiE1xV4ZM-2FxkAJxSPZlr49-2Brk1gz2OKQe-2BAZrE5BYJdoJrC8r9Isj8xMdFixhDDDrBTBGcR2scZpNGn8pY1cBXUukQ1WVWuO8t4Ad6CPrs9R-2FMfh4UF0bYDmSM0bopxKSTJfZewCP6W6upLY-2B-2BL2LUMPwx5Tsr7UktnEojf_McGuylRxOXIxxg-2Bgyss5-2B5C7qLjC6tTM8JLQ8Mv42LEnmlA0aufIloaK3EIWCHYbw91Irlbw-2BoKb8LTWcKfNfZ2x6lMePpKL81-2Bmw4PlcoNNWJigqE1PEvuCIXLt-2BZu-2FfppgEhGC1BnhudyBzQQZgCn0-2FDUTzpKaJ2OfII1Ek2bGaNKHVAUdZm-2B8YWKDVfxg3GCXUR8DW5OIsw7W9mG6ashCEIGnE-2B8PhcLJzlh7NPDvphmG7VwN6ZNYHq0S5mLKf6jmbg-2Bt7JNwScyhMTt7WuOrFVVBKMZIhXY9O2eaWYHP6zA3NgLuZlQkwHui6LFkTh-2Fxo2MnQR-2B8lWL5dG7uLwU-2Bw6WPOfrG17NIGpW8Ylw-3D&data=02%7C01%7Clvezzetti%40pa.gov%7C6497283170f549eeaaf508d81eba157f%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637293131866580576&sdata=ZvyjKHnFufRM9UHFisCIzADUHpRpQXMiQDR7RJaYoBQ%3D&reserved=0
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