
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 18, 2020 

 Gov. Wolf Requests Federal Government Allow Special Enrollment Period for 
Affordable Care Act Coverage in Response to COVID-19  

Harrisburg, PA – Governor Wolf announced today that his administration has sent a formal letter 

to U.S. federal agencies requesting a Special Enrollment Period (SEP) for uninsured or 

underinsured Pennsylvania residents in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Governor Wolf, in collaboration with the Pennsylvania departments of Health, Human Services 

and Insurance, issued the request in a letter sent to U.S. Department Health and Human Services 

Secretary Alex Azar and U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Administrator Seema 

Verma. 

“During this unpredictable health crisis, we are asking for a special enrollment period so all 

eligible uninsured and underinsured Pennsylvanians can purchase comprehensive health 

coverage through the federal platform, and for that coverage to be effective immediately,” said 

Governor Wolf. “Establishing a special enrollment period during this crisis is the responsible 

precaution that will not only benefit Pennsylvanians, but will also contribute greatly to the 

management of the virus.”  

“These are steps being taken to protect our residents, but more can be done, particularly for those 

currently uninsured and in need of testing and treatment,” Governor Wolf added. 

States currently operating as a State Based Exchange (SBE) have already implemented an SEP in 

response to COVID-19. States that are on the federal platform, Healthcare.gov, need federal 

action for the establishment of an SEP. While Pennsylvania is transitioning to a SBE for 

coverage beginning on January 1, 2021, the Commonwealth currently remains on the federal 

platform and needs the federal government to take action in order for Pennsylvanians to have 

access to an SEP. 

“As confirmed positive COVID-19 cases increase in Pennsylvania, it is imperative that 

individuals have expanded access to screenings, testing and the proper treatment,” said Governor 

Wolf. “The Department of Insurance has worked with Pennsylvania’s major health insurers to 

confirm they will cover medically appropriate COVID-19 testing without any copays, 

deductibles, or cost-sharing for consumers. The Department of Human Services has announced 

the state’s Medicaid program and Children Health Insurance Program (CHIP) will cover 

COVID-19 testing treatment and that prior authorization will be lifted in some cases.” 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSuTKttYQiXZcPCjIsTr9P71d-2FV1KLcQKYT2DkfMIP9KKsXliaDIDRQCUYlZyylRLEpW2aqV9vY6Eb-2BftK7kWmccOcLx6lLu7xXJo-2F9snhYrmcpwdu58Rkv36Qd78M-2Bez-2FlDBbKT7wQwVEAGJB5lps5DS5BjIauIU00suI3RlVE7CdYgun-2FXIaQk-2FzpsnTt3nw-3D-3DRxt2_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2dwZTJmWUJiuFsKOa4RAH-2BeNZTEKlyQ49dqbQHLZs0fWgHfpaHcG7FjWsAZ-2FMi4DT6rtsiQHwA-2F0Dd0vEiSD4kWSnxL3BwSzqVDKaOzCExOb4VpLlI-2FyPrNjck705f0fXlXUZvn6zMnhrzAMJZ4NRbqFSgXsX2XRyjiDv0trtWZ0-2F4AMirzyVu9mql4e-2F9xjDqyitiYypEKBDv-2BjbXRPRERP1VoSDXhzwqIf7lwsCEC4K77ttV8R2oIGmiu9xWKEJI-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cddd432e0a3734ce1f84208d7cb70b1a1%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637201557185707587&sdata=364XY3jFq93Wb7ueoPl6%2BcdbeHvDkJxozrJ68CuFZLE%3D&reserved=0


  

Updated Coronavirus Links: Press Releases, State Lab Photos, Graphics 

For the daily COVID-19 Report, visit here. 

For all press releases regarding coronavirus, please visit here. 

Find the latest information on the coronavirus here. 

Photos of the state’s lab in Exton are available for download and use here. 

Coronavirus and preparedness graphics are available here near the bottom of the 
page: On.pa.gov/coronavirus 
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