School Outreach:

Teen Pregnancy & Support:
Prevention & Education

An Open Letter to Educators in Lackawanna County

Register your High School Class for our Outreach Program

RE: Domestic Relations Outreach Program

To:  Guidance counselors & other Educators
Lackawanna County Secondary Schools

Dear Lackawanna County Educator:

I would like to take this opportunity to inform you of our Domestic Relations Outreach Program. It is designed to inform the public - especially high school students - of the mission and operations of our office, and to give them a sense of the heavy responsibilities imposed by single parenthood and resulting child support obligations.

Our outreach program has two strong benefits:

1. Helping to Prevent Teen Pregnancy 

2. Providing Child Support Information to teen parents 

From a perspective of preventing teen pregnancy, it is important that teens - especially young men - understand that, aside from strong moral implications, there are long-term financial consequences to teen pregnancy.  We believe it would be useful for them to know that our office establishes and enforces support obligations against absent parents - including absent parents who achieved that distinction while in their teens.

From a perspective of providing teen parents with useful information, it is useful for teenage mothers and fathers to know of the child support services provided by our office.

Child support is at the forefront of the Federal and State mandates as part of a cooperative effort to encourage separated/divorced/never married parents to nurture and financially contribute to the well-being of their children. We have put together an informative presentation to help students and the public at large realize the importance of supporting children financially and emotionally.

The societal consequences of single parenthood are growing, because child support caseloads continue to grow each year. And the number of cases involving minor parents is of particular concern, because the individual consequences are proportionally larger: minor parents are ill-equipped to support and care for their offspring because they themselves are, by definition, children.

The outreach information we would provide can help young people more fully understand the consequences of sexual activity, and may help them refrain from sexual activity outside of marriage or until they have reached mature adulthood. Our outreach discussion centers on the responsibilities of parenthood and the requirements of the child support law in Lackawanna County and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

We feel your students will benefit from this program. If you agree, please click here to register on line* or to learn more about our outreach program.

*Just fill out the form stating you are an educator, note your School, number of children in group (if known), etc.

One of our staff will contact you to speak more at length about our outreach program after you register.

fyi: We can adapt our presentation to various audience sizes and time allotments. We have presented our program to several public agencies and schools, and we hope you too will take advantage of this opportunity to learn more about child support regulations and the Lackawanna County Domestic Relations Section.

Thank you for your time, and we look forward to hearing from you in the near future! 

Sincerely,

Patrick Luongo
Director
Domestic Relations Section
Lackawanna County Court of Common Pleas

